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Welcome to the winter edition of The Dalmatian’s 
Ear.  The Southern Connecticut Antique Fire 
Truck Collectors Association have, at a recent 
meeting, decided to name our news letter The 
Dalmatian’s Ear.  A proud, devoted, and loyal 
dog to all fire-fighters world wide.  One who is 
always pictured riding atop the object of all of our 
affections, the fire engine.  Good choice 
membership!!!    
 

Several people have contributed to this edition of 
the newsletter and their help is greatly 
appreciated. Their names will be included in the 
articles that they have assisted on.  This 
newsletter will contain several topics, including 
Fire House Announcements, Parades for 2010, 
Deals on Wheels, Activities and the Spotlight.  
The “Spotlight” will be an article in each 
newsletter featuring a member and his 
contribution of our organization and the fire 
service in general. 
 
   

Steak & Brew Night 
 

S.C.A.F.A.C. and the Hotchkiss Hose Co. of 
Derby Ct. will hold a Steak & Brew at the hose 
house located at 200 David Humphreys Road 
Derby on April 9th, beginning at 6:30pm.  This 
very popular and delicious event will cost you 
only $12.00 per person and you will be served 
delicious steak sandwiches and your choice of 
beverages.  Proceeds go to both the 
S.C.A.F.A.C. group and the Hotchkiss Hose Co.  
If you like Steak & Beer, don’t miss this time!!!! 
 

 
 

“When a man becomes a fireman his greatest 
act of bravery has been accomplished. 

What he does after that’s all in the line of work.” 
 

Chief Edward Croker F.D.N.Y. 
1899-1911 – Killed in the Line of Duty 

Seymour’s Christmas Parade. 
 

The Town of Seymour Connecticut recently held 
its Annual Christmas Parade, which is a must 
see/attend event here in the Naugatuck Valley.   
It was held on the Saturday after Thanksgiving 
and was well attend by members of 
S.C.A.F.A.C..  Several members brought their 

 

 

 trucks to the parade. Pictured is President Ron 
Butz’s Mack with so many lights you could see it 
from Massachusetts.   
After the short parade route, “Chef” Rich 
Krususki hosted a get together at his home in 
Seymour.  The camaraderie and food was 
outstanding and all agreed that if “The Chef” 
wanted to host another get together, we all 
would be in attendance. 
 
 

 
 

Trip to Boston Mass Fire Dept. 
 
Vaughn Dumas is organizing a day trip to visit 
the Boston Mass Fire Dept.  It is scheduled for 
April 10th and will leave from the Milford Area.  
Price will be the same as the trip Vaughn did for 
the New York City Fire Dept. last year.  We will 
visit the Boston Sparks Museum, a couple of 
engine houses, ladder companies, and hopefully 
the Fenway Dispatch Center.    Refreshments 
will be provided and included in the price. 
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Spring Thaw at Allentown, PA. 

 
The Annual Spring Thaw at Allentown Pa. will be 
held on April 17th & 18th at the Allentown Fair 
Grounds. If you have never attended and are 
looking for that special fire-fighting item, this is 
where you will mostly likely find it.  Besides, don’t 
we all want to get out of the house after the 
winter here in New England?   Vaughn Dumas is 
considering organizing a trip there with an over 
night stay.  This two day event is well worth the 
trip.  More information coming. 
 

 
Marion Engine Co #1 

 

 
 

 
 

Upcoming Parades 
 
March 13  Milford St. Patrick’s Day 
March 14  New Haven St. Patrick’s Day 
March 17  Bridgeport St. Patrick’s Day 
May 30 Ansonia Memorial Day 
May 31  Derby -Shelton Memorial Day  
July 10 Tunxis Hose 
July 24 Thomaston 
August 21  Pine Rock Park, Shelton 
September 11 Ellington 
September 19 State Convention Parade 
 
 

Sweatshirts and Shirts 
 

President Ron Butz is taking orders for 
sweatshirts, polo’s and tee shirts with the clubs 
logo on it.  If you wish to purchase one, contact 
Ron Butz. He will take your order. 
 

Charter Hose Company, Ansonia, LaFrance  
 

  
 

Deal on Wheels 
Special thanks in advance to John Kusminski for 
these leads on trucks for sale.  Please call ahead 
if you wish to view these trucks as some might 
have already be gone. 
 

l977 Mack red R-Model. Just out of service 1 year ago, 
mint condition, Diesel, 5 speed std. Paint job excellent, 
tires good.  600 gal. tank, hale 1250 gpm.  Truck is 
garaged in Killingworth, Ct.   Came from a little town in R.I. 
and saw little service. 
 

1975? Maxim pumper, aluminum body 671 Detroit, allison 
auto. truck has been refurbed about 8 years ago. Has 4 
door enclosed cab, ladders and hard suction.  43,000 
miles. Runs good. Ex Jamestown R.I.  Trucks has been 
sitting outside 4 years.   Rhode Island Engine Service. 
B/O  401-789-1021  401-789-1021.   
 

Ford C-8000, E- One body, Ex Townsend Mass. Excellent 
condition, Parade ready.  62,000 miles with a rebuilt Cat 
3208, & Allison. l000 hale pump, 2 stage, 500 tank. Truck 
is located In storage in Portland, Conn. Red /white top 
Rick Milczanowski  cell  860-922-4833  860-922-4833  
 

971  Maxim 75' Snorkel, no pump, 33,000 miles. Over 
$50,000 spent on a refurb 5 years ago. New 855 
Cummins, Allison auto, new paint job, 360 degree Whelen 
warning lights. Beefed up front end. Has breathing air to 
bucket, generator, scene lights in bucket. This truck is 
parade ready and is a consistent trophy winner.  Southern 
Conn.   (garaged)   $12,000 or B/O   860-663-1457  860-
663-1457  
 

Mack C/F Pumper Red/White top, just out of service.  
Refurbed 4-1999. Maxidine 673 diesel, Allison auto. 1000 
pump, 750 poly tank, 750 poly tank, deck gun booster reel 
1200 watt inverter, electronic siren. 12 volt scene lights.  
Available now.  Chief Thurlow, Scarborough, ME Fire 
Dept.  207 883-4542  207 883-4542  $3500. or B/0  
 

1984  Chev. Roughneck, FMC pumper, Red  427 gas  5 
sp. Standard l000 poly tank  1000 gal. pump. 24K miles. 
Just out of service   Tim Downs, Town of Falls Village, 
Conn.  $5000. 00   860-824-7239  860-824-7239   (7:00 to 
3:30) P.M 
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Spotlight – George Ambriscoe 

 
This edition of The Dalmatians Ear will spotlight George Ambriscoe, member and friend to the fire 
service, charter member of several organizations and founding member, along with his brother 
Richard, of the Engine 260 Muster.  I spoke with George over the phone on a very cold February day 
here in New England and the following is a synopsis of that conversation 
 
George, how did you get involved with the fire service?  Well I became a member of the Wildemere 
Volunteer Fire Company No. 3 of Milford Ct. in the 1960’s. Then, in 1966, I became a professional fire 
fighter with the City of Milford.  After about 13 years I transferred to the Fire Marshall’s office. I have 
since retired from Milford with 38.5 years of active service. 
 
George, where did the idea come from for a Muster?  My brother Rich and I were always interested in 
fire engines and we were both mechanics. My brother, who also taught at Emmet O’Brien Tech 
School in Ansonia, opened a garage later on Cherry Street in Milford.  There, in my spare time, I 
would help out Dick with some mechanical work and we soon purchased an old beat up fire engine. 
The both of us loved these trucks and began at the garage in our spare time to restore them. It was a 
shame to see the old girl in such a sad shape after years of service.   
 
George, the Engine 260 Muster is a tremendous event here in Milford.  How did it begin and were did 
you get the name “Engine 260”?  Well we were restoring trucks and then we would go to a couple of 
parades when an article appeared in the New Haven Register about these two brothers in Milford 
restoring fire trucks. Because of that article, I meet Fred Pommer of Oxford Ct and Marshall Sanford 
from Easton Ct.  Both had a great interest in antique fire trucks and owned several.  Rich and I were 
accepted as members into the Fairchester Hose Haulers Association and were happy to meet others 
who had our passion for fire engines.  While there I learned of the national organization called 
S.P.A.A.M.F.A.A. and we joined that in1969 as well. I became the vice president of the Hose Haulers 
and Rich became a Trustee. As far as the name “Engine 260”, Rich and I needed to call our little 
venture something and at the time we had a gas station, as I have mentioned earlier. Our station was 
a Sunoco Station and there were several grades of gas we would sell.  The one with the highest 
Octane was Sunoco’s 260 grade. Rich said only the best will ever go into our trucks so there you 
have it, Engine 260. 
 
The Engine 260 Muster is in its 39th year.  It is a very well attended event. How did you pull it off?  
Well, after Rich and I got the idea to try one we decided to hold it at Eisenhower Park here in Milford.  
We wanted to help out the community with any profits we would generate and at first we thought 
about giving the profits to the park for improvements, then we were talking to the Recreation Dept 
here in Milford and they suggested the Handicap Children’s summer recreation program called 
“Camp Happiness”. That sounded great and ever since all profits go directly to Camp Happiness.  We 
also needed manpower to help with all of the events and there was a great interest in fire fighting by 
the youth in our area. So in 1981 we organized a fire Explorer Post here at our home, dedicated to 
the fire service and it has been the mainstay ever since. We have kids not only from Milford but the 
Naugatuck Valley, Orange and West Haven.  Thanks to this group of young kids and many others 
who are not part of this organization, friends of the fire service, other paid and volunteer fire-fighters, 
fire buffs and the good citizens of Milford and beyond, it has become the biggest fire muster in Ct. - 
year in and year out. 
 
George, how many trucks do you currently operate?   Well, over all of the years my brother and I 
have restored and owned many, I’d say between 50 and 60 trucks. We’d see one, buy it, restore it, 
drive it around then see another and say, “how ‘bout that one’. So we’d sell one and buy another. It 
just kept going, couldn’t stand by and watch an old piece of fire history be lost to the junkyard.  
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Currently I own two Mack’s - a ’34 & ’39, a 1926 Aherns Fox, a 1936 Peter Pirsch and a 1971 Hahn.  I 
also have two hand drawn pieces from the late 1800’s currently under restoration. 
 
George, are you still involved in the Fire Service?  Well besides being a member of S.C.A.F.A.C and 
S.P.A.A.M.F.A.A., I am an auxiliary member of the Paugassett Fire Company of Derby and the 
Southport Fire-Fighters Association. I also keep busy planning the next Muster and attend many 
parades, musters and fire buff shows. I guess once you get the fire engine bug bite, you never loose 
it.  I have had it as long as I can remember. 
 
Speaking with George gave me a better understanding of what quiet dedication means.  George, as 
is his personality, shuns notoriety and deflects all praise to his fellow fire fighters.  That’s just George.  
But if you need someone help on anything you try to accomplish; just whisper and George will come 
running.  He has had much success, especially in the fire service. He is well known around the state 
and New England. Franklin Roosevelt said: “Happiness lies in the joy of achievement and the thrill of 
creative effort”.  If that is true then George is one happy guy. He has achieved much and created a 
life of dedication and service.  

 
Engine 260 Muster 

Engine 260 and S.C.A.F.A.C. held the Annual Muster on September 12th in Milford Ct.  As usual, it 
went off without a hitch and was greatly attended.  Fire companies from several states participated in 
the events and many trucks were on hand.  George Ambriscoe of Engine 260, the driving force 
behind this event and also the subject of our newsletter’s “Spotlight”, was very pleased with the 
results and that everyone had a great time. It should be noted that all of the proceeds from this 
muster, as from the very first one, go to the City of Milford’s Handicap Children’s Summer Recreation 
Program.  Below are several pictures of trucks in attendance.  And remember, next years will be on 
Sept 11th.  We should all make an effort to attend. 
 

Photos from Engine 260 Muster, Milford, CT – Septem ber 12, 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Message from the President: 
 
To all S.CA.F.A.C. Members: Hope everyone had a happy & safe holiday.  Now that the new year is 
under way, I want to thank everyone for my reappointment as your President. As we look back on the 
past year, we had a lot of activities that we took part in.  I know this has been the most I have done 
with my truck in many years. Normally after the Engine 260 Muster we put her away in storage but 
not this year. We got involved in several toy drives, parades, Christmas deliveries and fund raisers.  
We even delivered, with the help of the Bridgeport Fire Dept. a bed to a needy child. So as February 
arrives, lets all try to get more involved. Perhaps host a meeting, bring a new member in, attend more 
parades, write an article for the newsletter or partake in the trip to the Boston Fire Dept.  Lets all 
make 2010 the best year yet.  PS. If you have not given Dawson a picture of your truck please try to 
do so. Also remember, it’s dues time. Please remember to stay current.   
Till our next meeting, yours truly, Ron Butz. 

 

   


